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(57) ABSTRACT

Polymer slurries of ultrahigh molecular weight polyalpha-
olefins are made stable toward settling, separation and
agglomeration by surface treatment with a combination of
wax and optional relatively high-density particulates. The
selection of the surface coating acts not only as an anti-
blocking agent, or partitioning aid to keep the tacky polymer
particles separated, but also provides the suspended polymer
particle with a density that matches the carrier. This prevents
separation of the slurry components over time. Such materi-
als, ultimately used as pipeline additives to reduce the fluid
drag and increase the volumetric throughput, can be stored
and shipped for extended periods of time without degradation
of the slurry quality. Upon injection into the pipeline, the
polymer particle dissolves quickly, unhindered by the coat-
ing.
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1
DENSITY-MATCHED POLYMER SLURRIES

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to processes for producing and using
polymeric drag reducing agents, and most particularly to
processes for providing and using polymeric drag reducing
agents in a form that is stable during storage, handling and
shipping.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The use of polyalpha-olefins or copolymers thereof to
reduce the drag of a hydrocarbon flowing through a conduit,
and hence the energy requirements for such fluid hydrocarbon
transportation, is well known. These drag reducing agents or
DRAs have taken various forms in the past, including slurries
or dispersions of ground polymers to form free-flowing and
pumpable mixtures in liquid media. A problem generally
experienced with simply grinding the polyalpha-olefins
(PAOs) is that the particles will “cold flow” or stick together
after the passage of time, thus making it impossible to place
the PAO in the hydrocarbon where drag is to be reduced, in a
form of suitable surface area, and thus particle size, that will
dissolve or otherwise mix with the hydrocarbon in an efficient
manner. Further, the grinding process or mechanical work
employed in size reduction tends to degrade the polymer,
thereby reducing the drag reduction efficiency of the polymer.

One common solution to preventing cold flow is to coat the
ground polymer particles with an anti-agglomerating or par-
titioning agent. Cryogenic grinding of the polymers to pro-
duce the particles prior to or simultaneously with coating with
an anti-agglomerating agent has also been used. However,
some powdered or particulate DRA slurries require special
equipment for preparation, storage and injection into a con-
duit to ensure that the DRA is completely dissolved in the
hydrocarbon stream. The formulation science that provides a
dispersion of suitable stability such that it will remain in a
pumpable form necessitates this special equipment.

Gel or solution DR As (those polymers essentially being in
a viscous solution with hydrocarbon solvent) have also been
tried in the past. However, these drag reducing gels also
typically demand specialized injection equipment, as well as
pressurized delivery systems. The gels or the solution DRAs
are unstable with regard to quality and have a defined set of
conditions that have to be met by mechanical equipment to
pump them, including, but not necessarily limited to viscos-
ity, vapor pressure, undesirable degradation due to shear, etc.
The gel or solution DRAs are also limited to about 10%
polymer as a maximum concentration in a carrier fluid due to
the high solution viscosity of these DRAs. Thus, transporta-
tion costs of some conventional DR As are considerable, since
up to about 90% of the volume being transported and handled
is inert material.

From reviewing the many prior patents it can be appreci-
ated that considerable resources have been spent on both
chemical and physical techniques for easily and effectively
delivering drag reducing agents to the fluid that will have its
drag or friction reduced. Yet none of these prior methods has
proven entirely satisfactory. Thus, it would be desirable if a
drag reducing agent could be developed which is stable dur-
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2

ing storage, transportation and handling, that is, does not
separate out the DRA particles.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the invention is to provide a polymer drag
reducing agent product where the DRA particles do not sepa-
rate out over time, such as when the product is stored prior to
delivery.

An additional object of the invention includes providing a
polymer DRA particle product for ready dissolution and dis-
sipation in a flowing hydrocarbon stream.

Another object of the invention is to continuously produce
a polymer DRA product that can be readily transported and
introduced into a hydrocarbon fluid without the need for
equipment more specialized than that presently being used.

In carrying out these and other objects of the invention,
there is provided, in one form, a density-matched particle
slurry that includes a carrier liquid and a plurality of core
particles within the carrier liquid. The core particles further
include a density-matching material on the surfaces of the
core particles where a majority of the density-matched core
particles bearing the density-matching materials to have a
combined density substantially equal to that of the carrier
liquid. The density-matching may be located upon, adherent
to, affixed upon or otherwise connected to the core particle
surfaces. By “substantially equal to” is meant that the densi-
ties are sufficiently the same to improve the stability of the
slurry. As will be discussed, as a practical matter it is close to
impossible to exactly match the combined density of all of the
particles bearing the density-matching materials with the car-
rier liquid, such as over a broad temperature range or over an
ambient temperature range, but substantial improvement may
be achieved.

In an alternate non-limiting embodiment of the invention,
there is provided a method for forming a density-matched
particle slurry that includes suspending core particles in a
carrier liquid that is a non-solvent for the core particles.
Finely divided bits of a density-matching material are added
to the slurry, where the density-matching material is not
soluble in the carrier liquid. The slurry is heated at or above
the point where the finely divided bits dissolve or disperse in
the carrier liquid but below a point to cause decomposition of
any component. The slurry is subsequently cooled to ambient
temperature to precipitate the density-matching material on at
least a majority of the core particles.

In another non-limiting embodiment of the invention, there
is offered a hydrocarbon-containing stream having reduced
drag that includes a hydrocarbon and a density-matched par-
ticle slurry. The density-matched particle slurry in turn
includes a carrier liquid and a plurality of core particles within
the carrier liquid. The core particles are soluble in the hydro-
carbon. The density-matched particle slurry also includes a
density-matching material placed on the surfaces of the core
particles in a manner sufficient to permit the density of a
majority of the density-matched core particles bearing the
density-matching materials to have a combined density sub-
stantially equal to that of the carrier liquid. The density-
matching material is also soluble or dispersible in the hydro-
carbon.

Any of the embodiments mentioned above may optionally
include relatively high-density particulates in the precipitated
density-matching material.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-section of a density-matched
particle in a carrier liquid to form a slurry, showing a density-
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matched material on the core particle, including optional
relatively high density particulates;

FIG. 2 is a schematic cross-section of a density-matched
particle where the density-matched material does not com-
pletely surround the core particle, and no high density par-
ticulates are used; and

FIG. 3 is a photograph comparing a stable, inventive slurry
composition of Example 1 with the unstable slurry of
Example 3 that has no precipitated wax on the core polymer
particles.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

A fluid polymer slurry has been discovered as an improved
pipeline drag reducer additive that is stable toward settling,
separation, syneresis, and agglomeration. The DRA (drag
reducing agent) polymer particles are coated with a wax
component that may optionally contain embedded, high den-
sity particulates. The proportions of DRA polymer to wax to
high density particulates are adjusted such that the resulting
composite particle has the same density as the carrier fluid or
liquid. The utility and performance of the drag reducer prod-
uct is not sacrificed by this improved product composition. It
will be appreciated that the compositions and methods of this
invention may apply to other core particles besides DRA
polymers, however, the particular, non-limiting embodiment
referred to herein will typically refer to the core material as
DRA polymer.

The compositions of matter where the core material is a
DRA polymer are useful as pipeline additives to reduce the
fluid drag and increase the volumetric transfer rate of the
transported stream. This additive is typically metered into the
flowing liquid within the pipeline over a period of time, e.g.,
days, weeks, or months, which is similar to the timeframe for
storage and transportation to the point of use. Therefore, it is
desirable for this material to be fluid to allow for easy transfer
and injection, but not separate and become macroscopically
inhomogeneous (e.g., settling, floating, or otherwise destabi-
lize, possible accompanied by agglomeration to form chunks
that plug filters or will not flow through pipes). Ideally, a
homogeneous suspension of fine particles with low viscosity
is desired.

A common practice in the industry to minimize settling of
a drag reducer slurry is to match the suspended particle den-
sity to the carrier density by using a combination of carrier
components in a proportion such that the overall carrier mix-
ture density equals the suspended particle density. The draw-
back of this practice is that there are limited carriers available
at economical costs that have both the proper densities and
hydrophobic/hydrophilic properties. The present invention
differs from the state of the art in that the particle density is
matched to that of the carrier (rather than vice versa) such that
a large number of options for materials exists, and that the
selection of carrier is based on other desired properties, with-
out the need to specify density of the liquid or carrier.

The drag reducing agent (DRA) polymer, used in many
types of crude oil and in refined products such as gasoline and
diesel fuels, is a an ultra-high molecular weight polyalpha-
olefin polymer or copolymer. Such materials, formed by vari-
ous methods as granules or particulates during manufacture,
tend to “cold flow” together to produce irreversible agglom-
erates, even as slurries of polymer particles suspended in
non-solvents. A surface treatment must be applied to the
polymer particles as an “anti-blocking agent™ to prevent this
cold flow action, and as a wetting agent to provide for com-
patibility with the non-solvent. The current invention speci-
fies anti-blocking agents which simultaneously also act to
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give the entire polymer particle the same density as the sus-
pending media (liquid carrier), thereby reducing or eliminat-
ing settling and separation of the polymer slurry.

To be effective upon injection into the pipeline, the coated
drag reducer polymer particle must dissolve quickly, given
that a polymeric drag reducer is effective only when fully
dissolved as a large, random polymer coil in solution. There-
fore, the coating agent must not inhibit dissolution while
performing as a suspension aid and anti-blocking agent.
Additionally, shear degradation must be avoided, which is
another reason, in addition to low viscosity, that transferring
products as slurries is preferred. Transferring polymer solu-
tions, or gels, will degrade the polymer over time and lower its
effectiveness at drag reduction.

Referring to FIG. 1, the general procedure for producing
density-matched particle slurries of this invention may
involve suspending ground, chopped or precipitated DRA
polymer core particles 12 in a non-solvent 14. Non-solvents
are understood herein to include poor solvents, or solvents
that may only swell the DRA polymer without fully dissolv-
ing it. An additive such as a wax in the form of finely divided
bits or particles, and possibly other particulate materials gen-
erally with a diameter much smaller than the DRA polymer
particle, are added to the polymer slurry. The wax is not
soluble in the non-solvent at ambient temperatures. In the
context of this invention, ambient temperatures are under-
stood to be temperatures at which the density-matched par-
ticle slurries are normally stored, transported, or consumed.
Ambient temperature should not be confused with room tem-
perature since ambient temperature can vary over a much
wider range. In one non-limiting embodiment of the inven-
tion, ambient temperature may range from about -40° F. to
about 120° F. (about —-40° C. to about 49° C.). In another
non-restrictive embodiment of the invention, the lower end
the of ambient range may be about -20° F. (about -29° C.)
and alternatively the upper end of the ambient range may be
about 100° F. (about 38° C.) The slurry with added polymer is
then heated to above ambient temperatures, at which point the
wax dissolves or disperses in the carrier, but not to a tempera-
ture so high as to cause decomposition of any component. The
heating step can be accompanied by, or the result of, a grind-
ing operation (or other size reduction method) meant to
reduce the size of the suspended polymer particles 12. At least
part of the heat to disperse the wax may be provided by
grinding or other size reduction. After a sufficient time, the
slurry is cooled to ambient temperatures and allowed to “age”
or “set” as the wax 16 precipitates out of solution onto the
DRA polymer surface carrying with it the relatively high
density particulate material 18, if present, to the polymer
surface, to form density-matched particles 10. Precipitation is
used as a general term to include both precipitation (disor-
dered solidification from solution) and crystallization (or-
dered solidification from solution).

The recipe of ingredients is chosen such that the DRA
polymer/wax/(optional) particulate material composite has
the same density or substantially the same density as the
carrier liquid, producing a non-settling, non-separating slurry
despite or irregardless of the slurry solids content or the DRA
polymer particle size. In other words, flexibility is introduced
into the slurry formulation, allowing for wide variation in
total solids and polymer particle size, without sacrificing
stability.

In general, the DRA polymer can be obtained from solution
polymerization of an alpha olefin monomer or a mixture of
olefinic monomers, or from bulk polymerization (no solvent)
of said monomer(s). The DRA polymer can be subsequently
made into particulate form by cutting, chopping, grinding,
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comminuting, homogenizing or other size reduction tech-
nique at ambient temperatures or cryogenic temperatures, or
by precipitation from solution by addition of a non-solvent
component. Mixtures of polymer solids from both sources
can be used. Solution polymerization followed by precipita-
tion is the process used for FLO® XI. DRA production.
FLO® XL DRA is available from Baker Petrolite. The inter-
mediate FLO® XL, wet cake, formed by filtration of the
precipitated polymer, is one non-restrictive source of polymer
for this invention. Bulk polymerization followed by granula-
tion and grinding is the process for FLO® MX DRA produc-
tion. This is likewise a source for DRA polymer for the
present invention.

It should also be understood that although reference is
made to polyalphaolefins as a suitable drag reducer for hydro-
carbon fluids that the invention is not limited to these particu-
lar polymers, but that other polymers known to reduce drag or
friction in hydrocarbons may be used in the compositions and
methods of this invention. It must also be understood that
“drag reduction” includes, but is not necessarily limited to,
any reduction, decrease, retardation, controlling, inhibiting,
suppression, or other lowering of the eftects of friction or drag
of hydrocarbon flowing through a pipeline and/or power
requirements for transporting a hydrocarbon (or other liquid)
through a pipeline. It is not necessary for drag or friction to be
completely eliminated using the compositions and methods
of this invention, nor for drag or friction to be reduced or
lowered by any particular amount for the invention to be
considered successful.

The density-matching material or wax component 16 may
be a polyethylene glycol (PEG) or polypropylene glycol
(PPG) homopolymer or copolymer, or a stearate monoester or
stearate diester of these homopolymers or copolymers. Suit-
able density-matching material or wax components 16 also
include, but are not necessarily, limited to, an alcohol or fatty
alcohol ethoxylate with variable alcohol and ethoxylate chain
lengths, or similar alcohol propoxylate, or a mixture of
EO/PO alcohol ethers; or stearic acid or salts; oleic acid or
salts of these materials. In one non-limiting embodiment of
the invention the alkoxylated chain length may range from
about 8 to about 400 alkoxy units, and alternatively from
about 100 to about 200 alkoxy units. In another non-restric-
tive embodiment, the alcohol moieties may have from about
1 to about 60 carbon atoms, and alternatively from about 12 to
about 20 carbon atoms. Other suitable waxes or density-
matching materials include, but are not necessarily limited to,
stearamide; ethylene bis-stearamide; ethylene glycol distear-
ate; or fatty acid esters and fatty acid ethoxylates. A signifi-
cant wax property is that it is fully or partially soluble in the
carrier at elevated temperatures and not soluble at ambient
temperatures, as defined previously. A mixture of waxes or
wax types can be used. Waxes that form a crystalline phase
when solidified are particularly useful in some embodiments.
Waxes with a large PEG component are useful in other
embodiments or applications.

Referring to FI1G. 1, the relatively high density particulates
18, if used, can vary widely and may include, but are not
necessarily limited to, polyolefin homopolymers and copoly-
mers of various densities; oxidized polyethylene (PE); poly-
styrene and copolymers thereof; carbon black and graphites;
micronized polyphenylene sulfate (PPS), polyphenylene
oxide (PPO), polyamides, polyethylene terephthalate (PET),
polybutylene terephthalate (PBT), polyvinyl chloride (PVC);
precipitated and fumed silicas; natural or synthetic clays, and
organoclays; boric acid; magnesium, calcium and barium
phosphates, sulfates, carbonates or oxides and other sulfates,
carbonates and oxides of alkali earth metals. It should be
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recognized that the “wax” or density-matching components
16 may function as a “particulate” when cooled to ambient
temperatures, which implies that all the wax types listed
above can be included as examples of “relatively high density
particulates” 18 in this section. This is also a reason that
separate, relatively high density particulate species may not
be required to achieve a density-matched slurry. In one non-
limiting embodiment, when relatively high density particu-
lates are used, the wax or density-matching material and the
relatively high density particulates are different.

In general, and in one non-restrictive embodiment of the
invention, the properties of the relatively high density par-
ticulates are that they are (1) small, “ioth to Yiooth the diam-
eter of polyalpha-olefin (PAO) or core particle, (2) non-
soluble in the carrier at ambient temperatures, and (3) their
density is greater than the carrier, typically greaterthan 1 g/cc.
Group IIA metal sulfates and phosphates are useful in one
particular embodiment of the invention. Calcium sulfate (av-
erage particulate size, 19 um) is more preferred. There is no
reason to expect that mixtures of particulate types cannot
work similarly. In one non-limiting embodiment of the inven-
tion, the relatively high density particles range have an aver-
age particle size ranging from about 0.25 to about 20 um, and
in another non-restrictive form, ranging from about 12 to
about 22 um.

The non-solvent (carrier liquid) in some non-restrictive
embodiments of the invention may include, but are not nec-
essarily limited to, non-hydrocarbon components including,
but not necessarily limited to, water or aqueous solutions of
various pH and ionic strengths, alcohols and fatty alcohols,
glycols and diols, glycol ethers, glycol esters, or mixtures of
these. The carrier properties are not specifically defined
unless there is a particulate component used (in addition to the
wax) to balance the density, in which case the carrier must
have a density less than the density of the particulates. Butyl
cellosolve, hexanol, water, and hexylene glycol are useful in
some embodiments of the invention, and hexylene glycol is
particularly helpful in some applications. Alternatively, in the
case where the core particulate is ultimately to be soluble in a
substantially non-hydrocarbon system, e.g. water or an aque-
ous stream flowing through a pipeline, the carrier liquid for
the slurry of this invention may be a hydrocarbon fluid. The
bulk or majority of the carrier fluid may be any of the above
materials, or alternatively a blend of like materials, such as a
blend of one or more alcohols with one or more glycols and
the like. The carrier fluid may also optionally have minor
amounts of dissolved components including, but not neces-
sarily limited to, acids, bases, salts, polymeric thickeners,
biocides, etc., which are typical additives for DRA slurries.

In one non-restrictive embodiment the density for polyal-
pha-olefins is less than the water carrier (i.e., 0.8-0.9 g/cc, vs.
0.99 g/cc for water). Therefore, the density of the wax and
particulate components must be greater than water to balance
or match the density of water. Typically, but not always, the
density of the relatively high density particulate is greater
than the wax. In general, in equation form:

density DRA polymer<density carrier<density of wax
and

density DRA polymer<density carrier<density of par-
ticulate

It is difficult to specify in advance what suitable propor-
tions of the various components might be since the precise
proportions would depend on a number of factors, including,
but not limited to, temperature, the nature and density of the
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carrier liquid, the nature and density of the core particles,
which may be a polymer, the nature and density of the wax or
density-matching material, and the nature and density of the
relatively high density particulates, if used. Nevertheless, in
another non-restrictive embodiment of the invention, the pro-
portion of the wax and the relatively high density particulates
are given in terms of phr (parts per hundred parts resin or
rubber, which in this case is the polymer core material) com-
monly used in formulation work. These proportions can vary
widely depending on the densities of the materials, but to give
a general sense, the wax or density-matching material may
range from about 2 to about 55 phr, and the relatively high
density particulates may range from 0 to about 40 phr. In
another, alternate embodiment, the wax or density-matching
material may range from about 4 to about 25 phr, and the
relatively high density particulates may range from 0 to about
36 phr. In another non-restrictive version, the wax or density-
matching material may range from about 5 to about 12 phr,
and the relatively high density particulates may range from 0
to about 14 phr.

In one non-limiting embodiment the density-matching
materials or wax is precipitated on at least a majority of the
total surface area of the core or polymer particles. It will be
appreciated that it is not necessary that the wax or density-
matching material to completely cover or encapsulate all of
the surface area of each core particle contacted, or necessarily
a majority of the surface area of each core particle for the
invention to be considered successful. For instance, a con-
figuration such as that shown in FIG. 2 would still have the
effect of the combined density of 12 and 16 substantially
equal to that of the fluid or carrier 14.

The invention will now be described with respect to certain
more specific Examples which are not intended to limit the
invention in any way, but are used to more fully illustrate it in
various particular embodiments.

In general, a typical composition may have the following
makeup, where the final recipe is dependant on the densities
of'each component. The preferred compositions vary signifi-
cantly with carrier of differing densities. Examples are given
below which illustrate the invention in more detail.

TABLE I

Typical Density-Matched Slurry Component Ranges

Component Broad Range Preferred Range

polyalpha-olefin (DRA) polymer 10-40% (w/w)  20-25% (w/w)

wax* 1-30% 5-15%
particulate® 0-20% 0-10%
carrier*® balance balance

*carrier may be a single component or a mixture

Example 1

A 2 g sample of Ritapeg 150DS (polyethylene oxide 150
distearate ester, or “wax,” from Rita Corporation) was added
to 58 g Dowanol PnB (propylene glycol n-butyl ether, from
Dow Chemical) and heated to 120° F. (49° C.) to dissolve the
wax. Separately, 19.9 g of Microthene F (polyethylene
copolymer, average particle size 25 um, from Equistar) was
added to 100 g Dowanol PnB. A 100 g quantity of precipitated
polyalpha-olefin (PAO) polymer (as a wet cake containing
residual glycol, stearate salts, etc.) was added to the Microth-
ene slurry under high shear at ambient temperature. The shear
was provided by a 1" (2.54 cm) Cowels blade run at 2000 rpm
for 5 min. The wax solution was added secondarily to the
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polymer slurry under high shear. The mixture was allowed to
stand and cool to ambient temperature for one hour. The
resulting slurry had a water-like viscosity and showed no
signs of separation after sitting unagitated for 7 months. The
slurry was observed to dissolve rapidly in hexane, giving a
“stringy” solution within 5 min. The average particle size was
180 um and the percent dissolution was found to be 32%.

Example 2

A similar preparation method as Example 1 was prepared
with the omission of the Microthene (particulate) component.
The resulting slurry was unstable and separated overnight,
giving a clear lower phase with an opaque upper layer of PAO
polymer.

Example 3

The same preparation method as Example 1 was prepared
with the omission of the Ritapeg 150 DS (wax) component.
This slurry separated quickly giving a clear middle layer with
a lower layer of white solids (Microthene) and an opaque
upper layer of DRA polymer. Examples 1 and 3 are shown in
the attached pictures of FIG. 3.

Example 4

A similar preparation method as in Example 1 was pre-
pared with the substitution of carbon black (N231 from
Cabot) for the Microthene component. The resulting black
slurry has a low viscosity and showed little separation after
sitting unagitated for several weeks.

Example 5

A 10.6 g quantity of Ritapeg 150 DS (wax) was dissolved
in 222 g ofhexylene glycol (2-methyl-2,4-pentanediol) at 65°
C. A 111 g quantity of precipitated PAO polymer (as a wet
cake containing residual glycol, stearate salts, etc.) was added
to the dissolved wax solution. A 10.6 g quantity of CaSO,
dihydrate was added to the mixture and ground with a War-
ing-type blender for 30 seconds. The homogenized slurry,
still hot, was allowed to cool to ambient temperatures while
under agitation. The resulting density-matched particles had
an average particle size of 193 um, and the slurry had a
viscosity of 740 cP (0.74 Pa-s). No separation was observed
after sitting at ambient temperatures overnight. The slurry
was observed to dissolve rapidly in hexane, giving a “stringy”
solution within 5 min. Percent dissolution was found to be
85%.

Example 6

The same preparation was followed as with Example 5
with the omission of the wax. Significant separation was
observed, with the CaSQ, sitting on the bottom of the con-
tainer and the DRA polymer floating.

Example 7

A 1456 g quantity of hexanol and 243 g quantity of dipro-
pylene glycol monomethyl ether were charged to a high-shear
grinder. A 167 g quantity of an alkyl amide wax (average
particle size 17 um) was added along with 668 g of a ultra high
molecular weight PAO copolymer made by a bulk polymer-
ization process. The mixture was ground until the particle size
was less than 300 um while the temperature rose to 140° F.
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(60° C.). The heating was done by the grinding action. The
slurry was allowed to cool in an agitated vessel. The resulting
slurry had a fluid, smooth, white appearance and is stable
toward separation for greater than 2 weeks. The slurry vis-
cosity was found to be 590 cP (0.59 Pa-s) and the final mono-
modal average particle size was 240 pum (with no evidence of
a peak at 17 um). Percent dissolution was found to be 92%.
The slurry was held at 130° F. (54° C.) for 2 months with only
slight separation and no cold flow tendencies or increase in
particle size.

Example 8

A 2.8 g quantity of Carbowax 4000 polyethylene glycol
wax (from Union Carbide) was dissolved in 92 g of Hexyl
Cellosolve (from Barsol) at 65° C. This solution was added to
111 g of precipitated DRA polymer (as a wet cake containing
residual glycol, stearate salts, etc.), plus 0.7 g Hi-Sil 233
precipitated silica (avg. part. size 18 pm, from PPG Indus-
tries). The mixture was sheared with a Waring-type blender
for 30 seconds. The homogenized slurry was allowed to cool
to ambient temperatures while under agitation. The resulting
particles had an average particle size of 217 um and a viscos-
ity of 1200 cP (1.2 Pa-s). No separation was observed after
sitting at ambient temperatures for 3 days. The slurry was
observed to dissolve rapidly in hexane, giving a “stringy”
solution within 5 min. Percent dissolution was found to be
87%.

Example 9

The same preparation method was followed as with
Example 8 with the omission of the wax. Significant separa-
tion was observed, with the DRA polymer floating.

Temperature corrected viscosity values were measured
using a Brookfield DV-1I+ viscometer using a T-A spindle at
20 rpm (helical path) at ambient temperature.

Slurry particle size was measured using a Microtrac S3000
with isopropyl alcohol as the carrier. It is not known to what
extent the particle size measurement affects the structure of
the density-matched polymer particle.

Percent dissolution was measured as follows. A known
quantity of polymer is fully dissolved in hexane followed by
measurement of drag reduction. Drag reduction (% DR) is
determined from the pressure drop over a length of line con-
taining the flowing fluid using the equation,

AP, —AP;
b

% DR = x 100

where AP, and AP, are the pressure drops with and without
drag reducer, respectively. A similar slurry sample is prepared
at a known initial concentration in hexane, which is agitated
for 10 min, immediately after which time it is filtered to
remove any undissolved solids. Percent drag reduction is
again measured. Using a double reciprocal, % DR vs. con-
centration calibration curve based on the set of complete
dissolution runs, the % dissolution at 10 min can be deter-
mined.

Since it is not possible in practice to exactly match the
suspended composite particle density to the carrier density
over a broad temperature range, it has been a surprise to find
that many slurries formulated by the present methods have
remained stable for 7 months despite daily temperature cycles
and seasonal variations. It is likewise unexpected that such a
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composite coating on the surface of the DRA polymer particle
would allow for rapid dissolution of the polymer when intro-
duced into a solvent such as hexane.

Hydrocarbon systems to which the DRA compositions of
this invention may be applied include, but are not necessarily
limited to, any flowing stream that has a notable hydrocarbon
component. By “large hydrocarbon component” is meant at
least 10 volume percent hydrocarbon or oleaginous material.
Hydrocarbon systems include, but are not necessarily limited
to, multiphase flowlines (for example oil/water, water/oil,
oil/water/gas) in oil and gas production systems, including
gas transmission lines (e.g. gas/condensate, gas/condensate/
water). It is expected that the invention could apply to any
hydrocarbon fluid flowing in a pipeline or well, whether or not
water or gas is present. It will be appreciated that by the term
“hydrocarbon fluid”, it is expected that oxygenated hydrocar-
bons such as methanol, ethanol, ethers, and the like are
included within the definition. Thus, multiphase hydrocar-
bon-containing systems (e.g. oil/water, oil/gas, oil/water/
gas), such as oil production flow lines and gas export lines are
primary applications for this technology.

However, it will also be appreciated that the basic concept
of'the invention could be applied to the design of drag reduc-
ing agents for aqueous systems, with judicious adjustment of
the materials used as the core particles, density-matching
materials (or waxes) and optional relatively high density par-
ticulates.

In one non-limiting embodiment of this invention, the
grinding for producing particulate polymer drag reducing
agent may be conducted at non-cryogenic temperatures, and
as noted the grinding activity can increase the temperature of
the slurry sufficient to disperse and distribute the wax or
density matching material. For the purposes of this invention,
cryogenic temperature is defined as the glass transition tem-
perature (T,) of the particular polymer having its size reduced
or being ground, or below that temperature. It will be appre-
ciated that T, will vary with the specific polymer being
ground. Typically, T, ranges between about -10° C. and about
-100° C. (about 14° F. and about -148° F.), in one non-
limiting embodiment. As noted, in another non-limiting
embodiment of the invention, the grinding for producing
particulate polymer drag reducing agent is conducted at
ambient temperature, although the temperature will rise dur-
ing grinding, of course. Poly(alpha-olefin) is one preferred
polymer in one non-limiting embodiment of the invention. In
one non-restrictive embodiment of the invention, the polymer
may have its size reduced in one step, or may have its size
reduced in multiple steps or stages. For instance, the polymer
may be granulated, that is, broken up or otherwise fragmented
into granules in the range of about 6 mm to about 20 mm,
preferably from about 8 mm to about 12 mm. It is permissible
for the granulated polymer to have an anti-agglomeration
agent thereon.

Within the context of this invention, the term “granulate”
refers to any size reduction process that produces a product
that is relatively larger than that produced by grinding or
homogenizing. Further within the context of this invention,
“grinding” refers to a size reduction process that gives a
product relatively smaller than that produced by “granula-
tion”. “Grinding” may refer to any milling, pulverization,
attrition, or other size reduction that results in particulate
polymer drag reducing agents of the size and type that are the
goal of the invention.

While grinding mills, particularly attrition mills such as
Pallmann attrition mills, Munson centrifugal impact mills,
Palmer mechanical reclamation mills, etc. may be used in
various non-limiting embodiments of the invention, other
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grinding machines may be used in the method of this inven-
tion as long as the stated goals are achieved.

Many modifications may be made in the compositions and
processes of this invention without departing from the spirit
and scope thereof that are defined only in the appended
claims. For example, the exact nature of and proportions of
core particles, density-matching materials or waxes, rela-
tively high density particulates, carrier fluids, etc. may be
different from those used here. Other alternative or additional
processing techniques may be used or developed to enable the
components to be homogeneously blended and work together
well, yet still be within the scope of the invention. For
instance, an alternative method of placing the density-match-
ing material on the surfaces of the core particles other than
precipitation may be used. Additionally, proportions and
types of the various components are expected to be optimized
for each polymer particles treated, particularly drag reducing
polymers.

We claim:

1. A density-matched particle slurry comprising:

a carrier liquid;

a plurality of core particles within the carrier liquid;

a density-matching material coated on the surfaces of the
core particles wherein a majority of the density-matched
core particles bearing the density-matching material
have a combined density substantially equal to that of
the carrier liquid, where the density-matching material
is soluble and dispersible in the carrier liquid at a tem-
perature above about 100° F. (about 38° C.); and

a plurality of relatively high density particulates having a
mean particle diameter ranging from about 0.25 to about
20 um, the relatively high density particulates contacting
with the density-matching material or the core particles
or both, where the relatively high density particulates
increase the density of the density-matched particles to
assist in permitting the density of the density-matched
core particles bearing the density-matched material to
have a combined density substantially equal to that of
the carrier liquid

where the polymer core particles can dissolve in a hydro-
carbon within 5 minutes.

2. The density-matched particle slurry of claim 1 where the

core particles comprise a polymer.

3. The density-matched particle slurry of claim 2 where the
core particles comprise a drag-reducing polymer.

4. The density-matched particle slurry of claim 3 where the
drag-reducing polymer particles are polyalpha-olefins.

5. The density-matched particle slurry of claim 1 where the
density-matching material at least partially coats at least a
majority of the total surface area of the core particles.

6. The density-matched particle slurry of claim 5 where the
density-matching material is a wax.

7. The density-matched particle slurry of claim 6 where the
wax is selected from the group consisting of

polyethylene glycol (PEG) homopolymers and copoly-
mers, polypropylene glycol (PPG) homopolymers and
copolymers, stearate monoesters and stearate diesters of
these polymers and copolymers;

alcohol and fatty alcohol alkoxylates and mixtures of alky-
lene oxide ethers and stearate monoesters, stearate
diesters, and oleate esters of these polymers and copoly-
mers;

stearamide;

ethylene bis-stearamide;

ethylene glycol distearate;

stearate and oleate salts;

fatty acid esters and fatty acid alkoxylates; and

mixtures thereof.
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8. The density-matched particle slurry of claim 1 where the
relatively high density particulates are different from the den-
sity-matching material and are selected from the group con-
sisting of:

polyethylene glycol (PEG) homopolymers and copoly-
mers, polypropylene glycol (PPG) homopolymers and
copolymers, stearate monoesters and stearate diesters of
these polymers and copolymers;

alcohol and fatty alcohol alkoxylates and mixtures of alky-
lene oxide ethers and stearate monoesters, stearate
diesters, and oleate esters of these polymers and copoly-
mers;

stearamide;

ethylene bis-stearamide;

ethylene glycol distearate;

stearate and oleate salts;

fatty acid esters and fatty acid esters alkoxylates;

polyethylene (PE), oxidized PE and copolymers of PE;

polypropylene (PP) and copolymers of PP;

polystyrene and copolymers of polystyrene;

carbon black and graphites;

micronized polyphenylene sulfate (PPS), polyphenylene
oxide (PPO), polyamides, polyethylene terephthalate
(PET), polybutylene terephthalate (PBT), polyvinyl
chloride (PVC);

precipitated and fumed silicas;

natural clays, synthetic clays, organoclays;

boric acid;

sulfates, carbonates, phosphates and oxides of alkali met-
als;

sulfates, carbonates, phosphates and oxides of alkaline
earth metals; and

mixtures thereof.

9. The density-matched particle slurry of claim 1 where the
core particles have a mean particle diameter ranging from
about 10 to about 100 times that of the relatively high density
particulates.

10. The density-matched particle slurry of claim 1 where
the carrier liquid is a non-solvent for the core particles.

11. The density-matched particle slurry of claim 1 where
the liquid is a non-solvent for the density-matching material
at ambient temperature.

12. The density-matched particle slurry of claim 1 where
the carrier liquid comprises at least one non-hydrocarbon
component selected from the group consisting of water, alco-
hols and fatty alcohols, glycols and diols, glycol ethers, gly-
col esters, and mixtures of these.

13. A density-matched particle slurry comprising:

a carrier liquid;

a plurality of polymer core particles within the carrier

liquid;

a density-matching wax coated on the surfaces of the poly-
mer core particles wherein a majority of the density-
matched core particles bearing the density-matching
wax have a combined density substantially equal to that
of the carrier liquid, where the density-matching mate-
rial is soluble and dispersible in the carrier liquid at a
temperature above about 100° F. (about 38° C.); and

a plurality of relatively high density particulates having a
mean particle diameter ranging from about 0.25 to about
20 pm, the relatively high density particulates embedded
with the wax or the core particles or both, where the
relatively high density particulates increase the density
of the density-matched particles to assist in permitting
the density of the density-matched core particles bearing
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the density-matched material to have a combined den-

sity substantially equal to that of the carrier liquid

where the polymer core particles can dissolve in a hydro-
carbon within 5 minutes.

14. The density-matched particle slurry of claim 13 where
the drag-reducing polymer particles are drag reducing poly-
alpha-olefins.

15. The density-matched particle slurry of claim 13 where
the density-matching wax is selected from the group consist-
ing of

polyethylene glycol (PEG) homopolymers and copoly-

mers, polypropylene glycol (PPG) homopolymers and

copolymers, stearate monoesters and stearate diesters of
these polymers and copolymers;

alcohol and fatty alcohol alkoxylates and mixtures of alky-

lene oxide ethers and stearate monoesters, stearate

diesters, and oleate esters of these polymers and copoly-
mers;

stearamide;

ethylene bis-stearamide;

ethylene glycol distearate;

stearate and oleate salts;

fatty acid esters and fatty acid alkoxylates; and

mixtures thereof.

16. The density-matched particle slurry of claim 13 where
the carrier liquid is a non-solvent for the polymer core par-
ticles.

17. A hydrocarbon-containing stream having reduced drag
comprising:

a hydrocarbon; and

a density-matched particle slurry comprising:

a carrier liquid;

a plurality of core particles within the carrier liquid,
where the core particles are soluble in the hydrocar-
bon, where the carrier liquid is a non-solvent for the
core particles;

a density-matching material coated on the surfaces of
the particles in a manner sufficient to permit the den-
sity of a majority of the density-matched core par-
ticles bearing the density-matching materials to have
a combined density substantially equal to that of the
carrier liquid, where the density-matching material is
soluble and dispersible in the carrier liquid at a tem-
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perature above about 100° F. (about 38° C.), and
where the density-matching material is soluble in the
hydrocarbon; and

a plurality of relatively high density particulates having
a mean particle diameter ranging from about 0.25 to
about 20 pum, the relatively high density particulates
contacting with the density-matching material or the
core particles or both, where the relatively high den-
sity particulates increase the density of the density-
matched particles to assist in permitting the density of
the density-matched core particles bearing the den-
sity-matched material to have a combined density
substantially equal to that of the carrier liquid

where the polymer core particles can dissolve in a hydro-
carbon within 5 minutes.

18. A water-containing stream having reduced drag com-

prising:

water; and
a density-matched particle slurry comprising:

a carrier liquid;

a plurality of core particles within the carrier liquid,
where the core particles are water soluble, where the
carrier liquid is a non-solvent for the core particles;

a density-matching material coated on the surfaces of
the particles in a manner sufficient to permit the den-
sity of a majority of the density-matched core par-
ticles bearing the density-matching materials to have
a combined density substantially equal to that of the
carrier liquid, where the density-matching material is
soluble and dispersible in the carrier liquid at a tem-
perature above about 100° F. (about 38° C.), and
where the density-matching material is water soluble;
and

a plurality of relatively high density particulates having a

mean particle diameter ranging from about 0.25 to about
20 pm, the relatively high density particulates contacting
with the density-matching material or the core particles
or both, where the relatively high density particulates
increase the density of the density-matched particles to
assist in permitting the density of the density-matched
core particles bearing the density-matched material to
have a combined density substantially equal to that of
the carrier liquid.
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